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Dear Members,  

Congratulations to all who exhibited last year from our new home in Russborough.   

As you will know it was a very good year for sales. 

You may realise the year is almost up since we first signed the lease for our premises, and 

we have to continue to confirm our intention to make Russborough our home. 

All who visited the premises over the year will have seen the great work done by mem-

bers, to transform a ôshedõ into our new premises.  Going forward we have changed the 

interior, to make it more spacious, and more visually appealing to visitors & customers.  

Instead of displaying all of an individual artistsõ work in one space, we will mix all the art up 

and arrange everything a more appealing format.   All of this will be decided once we have 

the art work to hand. 

We are asking you to confirm your participation for the coming year in Russborough.  

The amount for the year is  ú120.00.  Please either text or e-mail your intention to either 

participate or not in the coming year.  Please reply as soon as possible. 

The amount will be payable at the next all members meeting towards the end of February

(you will be advised later of a date once those members participating have confirmed their 

intention), or if you cannot make the meeting you can post a cheque made payable to 

ôCruth¼õ to my address :  

Geraldine Brady, St. Itaõsõ,  School Road,  Rathcoole,  Co. Dublin. 

(please enclosed a note stating your name). My phone number is  087-9739180 

We need as many members as possible, to commit to premises membership this year.  

Please advise me of you intention as soon as possible. 

Keep up the good work. 

Yours,  

Ger Brady  brady.ger@gmail.com  

On behalf of the Premises Sub Committee. 

News from The Premises Sub-Committee  
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Welcome to the first Newsletter of the new year - in which you will find all the up to 

date group news and read about our plans for the coming season.  Unfortunately 2010 

ended on a disappointing note with the weather related cancellation of The  

Russborough Christmas Festival and ôArtfestõ.  However the Cruth¼ committee have 

shaken off the snow dust and are all ready for creative action and already busy  

planning and making arrangements for 2011. 

Several months on in my role as chairperson, I am very encouraged by the involvement 

and enthusiasm of members to assist with group work and be involved in group  

activities.  Thank you to everybody for your participation, you make the group what it is. 

Looking forward to working together for the coming yearð Read on! 

Sally Joyce Chairperson. 

Message from Chairperson 

Library  
Exhibition  

2011 

 
See page 3 for details 

See page 3  

 Your Art  
Images 

For Website  
Gallery Pages  
www.cruthu.ie  
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Members Money & More - Please Read  

 
As you are aware Cruthú is a Limited Company.  As such we incur 

annual expenses involved in the filing of company accounts etc.  We 

also require group insurance which has risen since we have become 

tenants in a rented property.  Each year we are required to raise 

funds to meet all expenses to keep the group in existence.  The 

amounts required are far in excess of the income generated from the 

annual member subscription.  Over the past few years we have also 

needed to generate significant funds to pay for the renovation of the 

premises.  Monies raised have come from the direct effort of mem-

bers and also from generous sponsorship from local businesses.   

In the current economic climate we feel it is unfair to be seeking 

sponsorship from businesses, and Cruthú members must take  

responsibility for the financial viability of the group.  We do not 

wish to impose high subscription costs etc. thereby deterring current 

and potential new members.  Therefore it falls to each and every 

member to assist in fund raising for the group. 

On a positive note, the premises in now in good functioning condi-

tion, and although there are more fittings etc that would be desirable, 

we must operate within our budget.  Therefore we anticipate that we 

will be able to keep premises expenses to a minimum for 2011. 

 

You can help by: 

¶ Volunteering to help out at scheduled fundraisers 

¶ Turning up to take part in social events which usually have a 

small fundraising element. 

¶ Participating in exhibitions and paying your hanging fee. 

¶ Donating prizes for raffles. 

¶ Donating material goods that the group require to cut down 

on expenses. 

 

What Cruthú Needs: 

¶ Easter Eggsðall shapes and sizes.  We want to make up 

some interesting Easter Hampers as prizes for the Easter 

Treasure Hunt.  Perhaps you could bring along an Egg or 

some other Easter treat when you drop off your art for the 

Library Exhibition or when dropping your premises art. 

¶ Donations of Artwork.  Would you consider donating a piece 

for a monthly fundraising draw during the summer?  Or 

maybe you would offer an piece for sale at a attractive price 

and offer all proceeds to Cruthú? 

¶ Bubble Wrapðdo you know how expensive this is?  When 

dropping art for premises displayðplease bring it carefully 

wrapped in bubble wrap which can be retained by the group 

for wrapping of sold art. 

 

There are several fundraising events scheduled for 2011 (See next 

page for more details)  

 

¶ Supervalu Bag Pack Feb 26th 

¶ Family Easter Themed Treasure Hunt  Sundays 10th / 17th / 

24th of April  

¶ Monthly prize draws in premises. 

¶ Dunnes Bag Pack in late Septemberðto be confirmed. 

 

Please support  

Thank you 

Other suggestions for fundraising welcome. 

Thank you to Michael Anderton and Eamonn 

Heffernan who have done a fantastic job on the 

new hanging rail system in the premises. 
 

Thank you for donations of paint from Betty 

Walsh for premises redecoration & folding 

trestle table from Lisa Charles.  If this table 

proves useful we will purchase further similar 

to facilitate workshops and classes. 
 

A big thank you to Alan Brady for doing a 

great job bring the website up to date -  

Check it out  www.cruthu.ie   All we need now 

are your images to fill the gallery pages.   
 

Thank you to the painters who turned up on 

Sunday 30th January to paint the walls and 

ceiling of the premises.  And thanks to Paul 

who has finished off the floor painting.  We 

have had to turn down offers of helpðso thank 

everybody for your willingness to help. 

Committee News:  
Michael Anderton has had to resign from his 

post as Treasurer due to a change in his work 

commitments.  At a committee meeting on 25th 

January Lisa Charles was elected to the position 

of Treasurer. 

Thank you Michael for time and effort already 

put in since taking on the position.  Michael will 

remain involved in other committee duties. 

Thank you to Lisa for taking up the position. 

Premises Sub - Committee News:  
This sub committee met on Sunday 16th January.  The 

opening of the premises exhibition has been scheduled in 

line with the opening of Russborough House for 2011 

April:   Sundays Only 11am ï 5pm 
May ï Sept: Sat, Sun and Bank Hols11am ï 5pm 

October: Sundays Only 11am ï 5pm 

 

The subcommittee will be meeting regularly to 

ensure the smooth and organised operation of the 

premises.  If any member wants to drop into a 

meeting to discuss any issue, please feel free to 

do so.  They will deal with roster of duty, general 

housekeeping issues and sales book keeping.  

Also scheduling of exhibitions, hanging and 

other planned studio activities. 

Key holders are: Paul, Ger, Michael, Sally,  

Eamonn, Lisa, & David, any of whom can be 

contacted if you need to gain access. 

See page 4 for notice concerning studio usage. 



Whatõs New for 2011?  
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A provisional program of events has been scheduled for 2011  

(please check website closer to dates of events for details and confirmation of all events)  

Members will receive regular updates by text and email regarding scheduled events.  

Bag Pack at Supervalu Blessington - (Fund Raiser) 

Saturday 26th February.   

Thank you to members who have already offered to help out.  Slots have been filled and you will be notified of your time 

nearer the day. 

 

3rd Annual Themed Exhibition at Blessington Library (Open to all members) 
2nd- 21st April 2011 

The theme of this years competition is óOppositeô 

Interpret the theme as you wish through your chosen art or craft medium.  The entry fee is ú10ðpayable at time 

of drop off of art (to be advised nearer the date).  As before we will organise a public vote for a favourite.  The 

emphasis is on participation and a bit of fun and there will be a small prize for the person with the most votes.  

This exhibition has proved very popular over the part 2 years with previous themes of óRussboroughô and óNewô.   

The exhibition gives Cruthú some good exposure locally and this year coincides with the reopening of the  

Russborough premises exhibition.  This will give us a good platform to inform the public about all the  

upcoming events and activities for 2011. 

So get óOppositeô and get creating.   
 

Members Studio Exhibition at Russborough 2011 
This year we reopen in April, and plan a 7 month exhibition period. 
Opening Hours: 
April:    Sundays Only 11am ï 5pm 
May ï September: Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays11am ï 5pm 

October:  Sundays Only 11am ï 5pm 
 

Family Easter Themed Treasure Hunt (Fund Raiser) 
Sundays 10th / 17th / 24th (Easter Sunday) ï Call to Cruthú studio to collect your entry form between 11am and 4pm on any of 

these dates.  ú10 ï Good value family event.  Solve the clues and be entered into draw for Easter Hamper.   

Entry fee includes entry to the maze. 
 

May Bank Holiday All Members Exhibition 

We plan to officially mark the reopening of the Cruthú premises for 2011 with an All Members Exhibition for the 

Bank Holiday weekend.  If any member has any suggestion for special activities which could run in tandem with the week-

end exhibitionðwe would love to hear from you.  More details later. 
 

Members Outing ï Artistic Field Trip 
A Sunday in May ï date and itinerary to be confirmed. 
 

Art in Action Trip 
Townley House Drogheda - June Bank Holiday 2011.   
 

Culture Night Event 
24th Sept 2011 

Bag Pack Dunnes Stored Blessington (Fund Raiser) 
Late SeptemberðTo be confirmed.  This event has the potential to be a major fundraiser and we will require input from All 

members who are in a position to volunteer. 

More events may be added - The Committee will keep you informed. 



www.cruthu.ie  for committee contact details 

 Cruthú Promotion Campaign  
The committee have organised a number of promotional 

strategies to attract new artists and craft workers to Cruthú.   

It is important that the group maintains a healthy  

membership with a broad artistic profile. 

¶ There will be a series of notices in the Blessing-

ton Parish Newsletter each weekend in February.   

¶ The website has been fully updated with all cur-

rent relevant informationðbut we still need  

Gallery Images A.S.A.P.  Anyone who requires 

photos to be taken of their art can talk to any of 

the members with a photography interest.  Help is 

availableï so please ask. 

¶ Cruthú will now appear on the Community 

Groups Directory page of www.blessington.info  

¶ You may come across the poster on the right 

which will be posted in local libraries and public 

places.  If you want a copy of the poster to hang in your workplace or any suitable place in your localityðplease 

email Sally for a copy. 

¶ We will be submitting some articles to the local press during March to advertise upcoming events. 

¶ Tell your friends and families about Cruthú.  Spread the word!!! 

Workshops and Classes �³What Workshops and Classes???  
 

With the rearrangement of the hanging space in the premises ,we are now in a position to offer a year 

round venue for classes and workshops.  The central area of the room has been clearedï so hung pieces 

need not interfere with other planned activities.  We have ample seating and plan to purchase folding  

tables once we have found the right style (which can double as display surfaces).  It has always been an 

aim of Cruthú to run classes and workshops. 
 

We now require 

Your suggestions  
Your input  

Your participation  
 

Classes / workshops can be run by Cruthú members or outside facilitators.  They can be for Cruthú  

members and / or the  general public.  Any activities can be organised as fundraiser for the group or as a 

ófor profitô enterprise.  All options are open for consideration.  óFor profitô enterprises would have to be 

negotiated with the committee to ensure Cruthú would receive appropriate financial remuneration. 

The role of the committee elected by the members is to manage the business of the group. But it is the 

ethos of the group that all members play an active role in setting the agenda for group activities and also 

engaging in whatever way they wish to further their individual creative goals within the structure of the 

group.  

Be involved �³make this premises work!  

Studio �³What Studio???  
 

Donôt forget that the premises is available to any premises member who wishes to 

use it for individual artistic activity.  To date this has not been utilised apart from 

members bringing some work with them when on gallery duty.  If you wish to use 

the room at any timeðCruthú will benefit as it will increase potential opening hours 


